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One of the more remarkable features of the British elec¬ 
toral system, is the way in which all of the major parties 
always go to such lengths to try and convince everyone how 
different the policies of their own parties are from all the 
rest, and how much better off everyone will be if it is they 
who are elected. Whether it is the Parliamentary candidate 
making speeches or being interveiwed on T.V., or the party 
worker talking to you on your doorstep the message Is invari¬ 
ably the same. Peace, happiness and prosperity if we win, 
doom gloom and disaster if we don't. 


KINNOCK TO THE LEFT ? THATCHER TO THE RIGHT ? 
BUT HOW MUCH DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEM REALLY? 


You could be forgiven for 
thinking that if it were really 
true that such drastically dif¬ 
ferent consequences could re¬ 
sult according to who wins 
an election, then there must 
be some pretty drastic differ¬ 
ences between the policies 
of those contesting It. You 
could be forgiven for thinking 
It but you would be wrong. 
In fact the reverse is true, 
as a look at the record of 
all of them shows. It proves 
quite clearly that when it 
comes down to the really sig¬ 
nificant Issues, the policies 
of all of the major parties, 
far from being opposed to 
each other are basically the 
same. 

SUPPORT 

This was seen quite clearly 
for instance during the Falk- 
lands War, when M.P.I from 
all sides of the house queued 
up to give their support for 
Thatcher's war mongertng. 
A* Alliance leader David 
Steel said. In a quote that 
could Just have easily applied 
to the vast majority of Lab¬ 
our M.P.s "The Alliance Par¬ 
ty throughout the Falklands 
war gave Mrs Thatcher abso¬ 
lutely unstinting support” 


It was exactly the same 
in the case of the murderous 
U.S. air raid on Libya. Again 
there was overwhelming all 
party support for Thatcher's 
allowing it to take off from 
this country. We see it every 
day In the case of the war 
in Ireland, where with the 
exception of a few dissenting 
voices, the attitude of the 
Labour and Alliance Parties 
is every bit as reactionary 
as the Tories. Think back to 
the miner's and printer's 
strikes. Remember the way 
in which nearly all the lead¬ 
ing figures in the Labour 
Party joined the Tories in 
condemning the violence of 
pickets, with hardly a word 
about the violence of the 
police rampaging through 
picket lines and mining com¬ 
munities. 

When we remember events 
such as these, and the way 
in which all of the "opposing" 
parties invariably end up lin¬ 
ing up together over them. 
It becomes pretty clear that 
the supposed political differ¬ 
ences which exist between 
them, arc in reality little 
more than slight differences 
between parties who have 
much more In common than 


they do in opposition. It also 
becomes clear that whichever 
particular one of them may 
happen to land up with a ma¬ 
jority on June 12th, it is go¬ 
ing to make little real' dif¬ 
ference to the lives of the 
vast majority of people in 
this country, and to the sort 
of society they live In. 

SAMt POSITION 

The four million or so un¬ 
employed will still be In ex¬ 
actly the same position. Does 
anyone really expect that any 
of the major parties would 
take the sort of action neces¬ 
sary to seriously tackle their 
situation, such as confiscating 
all of the factories and indus¬ 
trial plant which rich owners 
allow to stand idle, and using 
them to give work to the un¬ 
employed creating goods for 
the benefit of society. Or 
even falling this, would any 
one of them raise benefits 
to a level which would allow 
those for whom society can 
find no useful task to at 
least enjoy a standard of liv¬ 
ing which allows them to 
retain some dignity ? What 
do you think ? 

And what about the home¬ 
less and people living in slum 
dwellings. Which one of the 
major parties can you see 
taking over the tens of thou¬ 
sands of homes owned by 
property speculators who al¬ 
low them to stand perma¬ 
nently empty ? And the sick. 
Will a change of government 
cause the queues for treat¬ 
ment on the National Health 


Service to shrink ? 

Whichever political party 
may be In power in Parlia¬ 
ment, the fundamental prob¬ 
lem for working class people 
remains the same. They are 
still nothing more than the 
disposable pawns in an econo¬ 
mic system which has as it's 
aim, not the benefit and 
advancement of all society, 
but the wealth and privilege 
of the few. As long as that 
system remalas In operation, 
working class people will al¬ 
ways be the ones who are 
abused and shat on. The only 
thing that wilt fundamentally 
change things, is when the 
whole system is totally eradi¬ 
cated and replaced with a 
better one, and that is some¬ 
thing that will never be 
achieved through the Parlia¬ 
mentary system. The Parlia¬ 
mentary parties argue not 
over whether or not to end 
the capitalist system, but 
merely over what Is the best 
way to manage It. That is 
why whenever any crucial Is¬ 
sue arises which may threa¬ 
ten the security of the sys¬ 
tem. we see them all coming 
down alongside each other in 
defence of It. 

REAL CHANGE 

Real change for the work¬ 
ing class, will only come 
when they finally realise how 
they are abused and exploited 
by the capitalist system, and 
get up and sweep the whole 
lot of It, including the Hou¬ 
ses of Parliament, away into 
the dustbin where it belongs. 


INSIDE ! WHY LABOUR FAIL 

CHANCE 



VOTE 


RED FRONT 

Revolutionary socialist groups such as Red Action, are fully 
commited to the belief that real socialism will never be est¬ 
ablished through the Parliamentary system, but only through 
the direct action of the working class. However this does not 
mean that we just ignore General Election*. It would be fool¬ 
ish to ignore the fact that at election times, far more people 
than usual take an interests In political affairs, and miss the 
opportunity of presenting our arguments to a v.ntly increased 
audience. 

And so we support intervening in elections and taking a 
position in them. Traditionally this ha* usually led to a de 
bate about whether or not it is correct to call for a vote for 
the Labour Party. Those »n favour of this usually argue that 
bad as Labour may be. there Is no other alternative. On this 
occasion, In a few consituencies at least there is. 

RED FRONT 

The Red From is a movement which has been launched by 
a far left group the Revolutionary Communist Party. It is 
standing a number of candidates in the election on a militant 
socialist platform, which calls for amongst other things, a 
full living wage for unemployed people, the defence of trade 
union rights, an end to anti union laws and government inter¬ 
ference in union affairs. Fqual rights for all, opposition to 
all forms of racial and sexual discrimination and discrimina¬ 
tion against homosexuals. Opposition to militarism. An end 
to this countries involvement in U.S. war mongertng. For Bri¬ 
tish withdrawal from Ireland. 

Red Action has no hesitation in giving It's full support to 
the Red Front, and calling upon all of it's member* and sup¬ 
porters to do likewise. We have always supported the idea ol 
trying to build the greatest possible unity between all far left 
groups, and will always support all initiatives which aim at 
this. As yet, the Red Front being a very new and embryonic 
movement is obviously limited In whai it can hope to achieve 
it has only H candidates in this election. However we be¬ 
lieve that such an initiative. If it Is given the sort of support 
It deserves, hat the potential to grow Into something which 
icould In the not to distant future start to achieve a decent 
impart. 

Obviously the Red Front cannot at this stage seriously ex¬ 
pect any of it's candidates to win. But it does at least offer 
the opportunity for all those who are sick of the way the 
Tories have been trampling all over the working class, and 
sick of the cowardly capitulations of the Labour Party in the 
face It, to stand up and show what they think. 

VOTE TO SUPPORT A WORKING CLASS FIGHTBACK VOTE 
RED FRONT 

For a full list of Red Front candidates see inside. 








WHY LABOUR FAII 


The Labour Party proclaim* Itself to be, and Is generally 
seen by moat people as a party commited to socialism. It's 
constitution abounds with declarations of socialist intent, the 
moat well known probably being the famous clause four, which 
promises to "secure for the producers by hand and brain 
the full fruits of their Industry, and the most equitable distri¬ 
bution thereof that may be poaalble, upon the besls of the 
common ownership of the means of production and the best 
obtainable system of popular administration and control of 
each Industry or service." , , , 

_ . . . nothing of the sound of the 
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wealth" (Tony Bonn) or to " hy d ' d *'* L £ m **2 
"squeeze the rich until the wh,ch today P*' 1 " 1 * to 
pip. squeak" (Denis Healey) governments dreadful record 

on unemployment, Itself pre- 
EVIDENCE-. side over a rise In unemploy¬ 

ment of nearly 300% during 

But why Is It then, that it'j own last term of office ? 
we have yet to see any evl- Why ls u tha , t(M . promises 
derye of any of this coming Q f t he Labour Party when 
to pass 9 Why is It that if- they are in opposition, so of- 
ter seven Labour governments len , urn lo dusi when they 
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In the lost twenty five years, 

we are still waiting for some The single most effective 
sign of "the common owner- reason for the re-occuring 
ship of the meons of produc- failures of the Labour Party, 
tlon" or "a fundamental re- lays in their commitment to 
distribution of wealth” to say working within the framework 

THE 

IRISH TEST 

In no other area of politics. Is the basic similarity between 
the major political panics brought out as clearly as It Is In 
the case of Ireland. It is here that the claims of the Labour 
Party to be the party of progressiveness, the party which 
cares for the oppressed and under-prlvellged, are clearly 
shown up for the nonsense which they are. 

INJUSTICE 

Throughout the first fifty years of existence of the North¬ 
ern Irish slate as part of Britain, several Labour administra¬ 
tions presided over It, without any attempt to do anything 
about the blatant Injustices and discrimination that existed 
within It. Discrimination against Catholtces In housing, 
employment and education, rigging of election boundries to 
ensure permanent Loyalist majorities on Councils, even In 
areas of majority Nationalist population, all of these features 
were part and parcel of the Northern Ireland state, without 
any attempt on the part of any Labour government to do 
anything about them. It was only In the sixties, when the 
Catholic people finally rose up In open rebellion against the 
unjust nature of the state that anybody on this side of the 
water began to take any notice at all. 

However If anyone was expecting that this upsurge might 
at least push the Labour Party into some sort of action - 
albeit belatedly - on behalf of the oppressed community, they 
were to be sorely mistaken. All that has happened Is that 
they have ably proved their capacity to be just as reaction¬ 
ary as the Tories. It was a Labour government which first 
sent the British troops in, a Labour government which Intro¬ 
duced the blatantly unjust non-jury Diplock courts, a Labour 
government which withdrew political status for Republican 
prisoners, as well as being responsible for a host of other 
oppressive measures. 

SUPPORT FOR THE TORIES 

Even the years In which the Labour Party has been in op¬ 
position, when traditionally it tends to recover a radical face, 
we have seen no such development as far as Ireland is con 
cerned. Consistently and repeatedly, Labour politicians have 
supported the Tory’s use of the most visciously repressive 
tactics, from the use of plastic bullets, responsible for the 
death of over a dozen innocent civilians including children as 
young as eight, through the use of the supergrass system, 
right up to the summary execution on sight of I.H.A. volun¬ 
teers such as the eight gunned down at l.oughhall recently. 

The fact that the political climate in Britain Is at a low 
key in the present era, allows the Labour Party to quite eas¬ 
ily pose themselves as a radical movement. The evidence of 
Ireland proves to us that when things hot up a bit, and the 
system starts to come under threat, then the Labour Party 
will give It's full support to those who use repression to 
defeat radical movements. It is a lesson which badly needs 
learning and remembering in this country. 



of the capitalist system, In 
order to achieve socialism. 
They believe that it can be 
done by merely gaining a 
majority In Parliament, and 
using it to pass a series of 
laws and legislation, which 
will gradually dismantle the 
capitalist system, and leave 
a socialist one In it's place. 
Basically what they are say¬ 
ing Is that It Is possible to 
make the capitalist system 
work towards It's own aboli¬ 
tion. 

However one very impor¬ 
tant factor which this cosy 
little scheme overlooks is the 
capitalist class itself, that 
group of Immensely powerful 
and wealthy people who stand 
to lose most from it. All his¬ 
torical experience shows that 
far from cheerfully handing 
over their power and control, 
just because a Parliamentary 
majority instructs them to 
do so, this class will in fact 
fight tooth and nail, using 
any method at It's disposal, 
in order to hang on to their 
power and sabotage the plans 
of those trying to take It off 
them. 

SABOTAGE 

ThLs sabotage may take 
various forms. On one hand 
you have tactics such as the 
"investment strike" (threats 
to withdraw investment from 
the economy) with which sev¬ 
eral multi-national companies 
threatened the last Labour 
administration, unless they 
dropped certain measures they 
had proposed implementing. 
In the same way, the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund, for¬ 
ced that same government 
to start off cuts In the 
Health Service and other are¬ 
as of public spending, as a 
condition of granting them 
a huge loan which they des¬ 
perately needed to smooth 
over an economic crisis. 

These examples show us 
quite clearly the fundamental 
weakness of the Labour Par¬ 
ty's position. Because they 
are commited to working to¬ 
wards socialism gradually 
within the framework of the 


capitalist system, they also 
have to keep that system 
healthy and ticking over In 
the meantime. But in order 
to do this, they find that so 
often they have to enlist the 
co-operation of the rafritaltst 
class, who will only give It 
under their own terms. They 
are forced to end up acting 
like capitalists themselves, 
and becuase the capitalist 
system Is such an inhelrently 
unstable system, inevitably 
and regularly throwing up 
economic and social crises, 
ihey find rhemselves having 
to do this time and time, 
again. Eventually the socialist 
aims become lost in the con 
stant battle to sort out the 
problems of capitalism. 

LEFT WINGERS ? 

Labour left wingers tell us 
that It only happens this way 
because the Parliamentary 
Labour Party It dominated 
by right wingers. If you had 
a left wing Labour govern¬ 
ment they argue, they would 
«t differently, refusing to 
be blackmailed by threatened 
Investment strikes and the 
like. But would it work nut 
this way ? We should remem¬ 
ber that figures such as Har¬ 
old Wilson, Michael Foot and 
dozen* of other prominent 
figures In recent Labour gov¬ 
ernments were all once re- 
knowned left wingers. This 
didn't stop them carrying 
out many blatantly anti-wor¬ 
king class measures when they 
were In power. As we have 
seen, they are forced to do 
so by the conditions which 
they impose upon themselves, 
by their commitment to wor¬ 
king within the capitalist sys¬ 
tem instead of challenging 
It head on. The Labour left, 
for all of their socialist rhet¬ 
oric, are still also commited 
to working within that sys¬ 
tem, and there Is absolutely 
no reason for supposing that 
if they were in the position 
of power, they would not also 
find themselves acting in ex¬ 
actly the same way. 

And even in the unlikely 
event that you did have a 
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Labour government which was 
willing to resist the pressures 
Imposed on it by the capital¬ 
ist class, we should not run 
away with lhe idea that eco¬ 
nomic sabotage Is the only 
option open to them. Fifteen 
years ago in Chile, a left 
wing government commited 

to a radical socialist pro¬ 
gramme was elected to power 
When they tried to put the 
policies upon which they had 
been elected Into practice, 
the army generals, backed 
up by the capitalist class 
staged a coup which toppled 
the government, murdered 

tens of thousands of socialists 
and progressives, and estab¬ 
lished a right wing military 
dictatorship. If this all seems 
somehow far away and Irrele¬ 
vant to the situation here, 
we should remember that It 
has been widely confirmed 

that during the militant In¬ 
dustrial upheavals of the ear¬ 
ly 70s, on several occasions, 
meetings were held between 
various represent It ives of the 
establishment, Including senior 
members of the armed forces 
in order to discuss the possi- 
ble need for some sort of 


authoritarian regime In this 
country. 

What sort of defence could 
even a left *mg Labour gov¬ 
ernment offer against such 
a threat. Commited as they 
are to working within the 
rules and limits of the capi¬ 
talist system, they would 
never be willing to take the 
onlv step which would offer 
an effective defence. The 
organising, and arming of the 
working class. Just like the 
government of Salvador Allen- 
de in Chile, which refused 
to take this step, and so 
faced the inevitable conse¬ 
quences, so a Labour govern¬ 
ment would be forced to 
either back down or go under 

ONLY FORCE 

The Labour Party will nev¬ 
er be the instrument of 
ucheivlng socialism. In fact 
If you look at the sort of 
things which some of them 
are saying now, they seem 
to be almost admitting this 
themselves. Socialism can 
never be built by any force 
other than the working class, 
armed with the ideas of revo¬ 
lutionary socialism. 


WHAT CHANCE SOCIALISM 


In Ireland, Labour n*va always Uwmwlvas Juat os willing u 
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The ideas of revolutionary 
socialism are the only real 
hope for the building of a 
socialist society, but if we 
were to ask ourselves what 
influence these ideas hold 
over the working class today, 
and were honest with the an¬ 
swer, we would have to admit 
very little. The impact of the 
revolutionary left at this 
time upon the working class 
in general. Is probably best 
summed up by recalling the 
bye-election just before the 
last general election, when 
a far left candidate polled 
less votes than the Monster 
Raving Looney Party. 

DEPRESSING PICTURE 

A pretty depressing picture 
really, and one which makes 
some (M*ople who have a lot 
of sympathy (or the Ideas of 
revolutionary socialism, des¬ 
pair of the possibility of 
them ever coming to anything 

"Your ideas sound ok, but 
they'll never come to any¬ 
thing" "People only care 
about themselves" 

We've all heard these argu¬ 
ments and others like them 
dozens of times over. At the 
heart of them lays the belief 
that no matter how sound the 
ideas of revolutionary socia¬ 
lism may be, the general pol¬ 
itical apathy of most working 
class people means that there 
will never be any possibility 
of putting them Into practice. 

However what those people 
who argue this way are doing 
Is assuming that just because 
we live in a period a relative 
political calm and tranquility 
today, where people aren't 
really too bothered about pol¬ 
itical Ideas, then It will 
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Revolutionary upsurges h 

and will 

always remain this way. But 
what a brief glance through 
just recent history shows us 
quite clearly, is that the 
political calmness of today, 
far from being the rule is 
very much the exception. 

Ever since the emergence 
of modern industrial capita¬ 
lism, some 200 years ago, all 
capitalist countries, including 
this one, have been racked 
by a succession of constantly 
re-occuring social and econo¬ 
mic crises. During this cen¬ 
tury in the space of just over 
20 years alone, this country 
saw Involvement in two world 
wars, plus between them a 
social upsurge which resulted 
In a general strike, with 
troo|>s on the street, and the 


boon atcuring throughout tha history 
continue to do so for ss long ss It 

real possibility of a revoluti¬ 
onary situation developing. 

Even more recently, other 
European countries no differ¬ 
ent In social structure to our 
own have seen similar upsur¬ 
ges. 20 years ago, France 
saw a massive upsurge of 
anti-government riots and 
strikes which didn't fall far 
short of a revolutionary crisis 
and in 1974 In Portugal, there 
was a revolutionary upsurge 
which successfully swept away 
the ruling regime (that is not 
to say there was a successful 
socialist revolution, there 
wusn’t. But the situation cer¬ 
tainly existed which made one 
possible.) 

The history of the capita¬ 
list system shows us that rev- 


of tha capitalist system 
lasts. 

ulut lunar v upsurges such as 
these are part and parcel of 
that system. Things may calm 
down in between them, but 
they inevitabely re-occur. W«• 
may even be witnessing the 
first tremors of lhe next one 
already In this country. Think 
back to the scenes witnessed 
during the miner's strike, the 
barricades in the streets, the 
massive battles with the po 
lice. Or the inner city riots 
of a couple of years back. 
Who would have believed just 
ten year* ago that such 
scenes would be witnessed in 
this country. 

It Is when people find 
themselves in situations such 
as these, us more and mop 
will be in future., that they 
Continued opposite. 







LEFT BEHIND 

The moat obvious task facing the revolutionary left In this 
country today, Is to begin to try and overcome the massive 
gap that exists between It and the mainstream of the working 
class. Why does this gap exist * 

The estrangement began in 


the years after the Socond 
World War. These were years 
of one of the most sustained 
period! of growth and stabili¬ 
ty In the history of the capi¬ 
talist system. The working 
class had a share In this as 
well. In the form of slight 
but constantly rising living 
standards. Those growing up 
In this period had no reason 
to doubt that this would con¬ 
tinue, and so the ideas of 
revolutionary socialism had 
no relevance at all to their 
lives. 

Today of course, the capit¬ 
alist system is far from 
booming, and poverty Is ris¬ 


ing. You would expect that 
in this situation, that the 
ideas of revolutionary socia¬ 
lism would become more rele¬ 
vant. But still the left re¬ 
mains largely outside of the 
mainstream class. Why Is this 

LEGACY 

Partly it is the legacy of 
the years of isolation. Be¬ 
cause of the lack of working 
class interest and participa¬ 
tion, the revolutionary left 
became the almost exclusive 
domain of academics and in¬ 
tellectuals. Unfortunately, 
this situation, once establish¬ 
ed has a tendency to perpet¬ 
uate Itself. If the member¬ 
ship of an organisation Is 


made up almost entirely of 
academics and Intellectual, 
then it will develop a collec¬ 
tive character and outlook 
which reflects that. This In 
it's turn will make the organ¬ 
isation very amenable to 
others of that background and 
encourage more of them to 
join, but unfortunately will 
have the opposite effect on 
those of a different back¬ 
ground. 

It could be argued that If 
someone Is commlted to the 
ideas of revolutionary socia¬ 
lism, then the social/cultural 
background of others in an 
organisation should be irrele¬ 
vant, and or course as it 
stands this Is true. But this 
doesn't allow for the fact 
that the vast majority of 
people when they are first 
thinking about becoming In¬ 
volved with a left wing group 
are not commlted revolution¬ 
ary socialists. They ure usual¬ 


ly just forming their ideas 
and their commitment to 
them is very tentative. A 
cultural atmosphere within 
the organisation which is to¬ 
tally alien to them will do 
nothing to bolster this com¬ 
mitment, especially when you 
consider the unease which 
many working class people, 
would feel as a single lone 
figure, in u group dominated 
by academic, graduate and 
professional people. 

There is of course absolu¬ 
tely nothing wrong in this 
sort of person being a revo¬ 
lutionary socialist. There is 
certainly something wrong 
with an organisation which 
is overwhelmingly composed 
of them at the expense of 
other groups. 

And so there Is a social/ 
cultural problem but this Is 
not insurmountable, and at 
various times, some left 


YOU CAN’T KILL THE SPIRIT 


One of the many myths which commonly abound in our socle- 
ty, is the idea that women are somehow naturally more con¬ 
servative than men. How often during strikes do we see the 
media trying to drum up stories of angry women trying to 
drag their menfolk back to work, trying to make It appear 
us If women are incapable of themselves being militant. It 
is or course a nonsensical idea, and one that Is effectively 
demolished In a recently released book called "You can't kill 
the spirit. " 

The book collects the stor- 'bought and ideas. My ideas 
les of a dozen women who became much dearer, and as 
formed a support group in 8 result I wan more determln- 
South Wales. What strikes the 'ban ever that we should 
reader Immediately Is the m, t give In." 
unanimity of the attitudes The impact extended beyond 
and conviction* held by the the strike itself, 
women in common. It Is not »r». ,' r 
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ted women, or by women who ... . . 
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were politically conscious 
before the strike. In fact 
most would probably agree 
with the women who says 

"I didn't know a thing 
about politics until this strike 
happened. I just didn't realise 
what It was all about" 


sons in llle itself" 

Their Is a tremendous sense 
of suddenness of this trans¬ 
formation of the way in 
which the women viewed 
their own lives. 

"Realising what we were 

lighting lor made me mk i<i 
DESCRIPTION list without hesitation, with 

..... . « consciousness for workers 

It Is rather, a description which I never had before. Ac- 
o how an entire community tually ^ ^ 

of women were radicalised wu, a part of it. We 
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Another myth sacred in the 
bosses Ideology, that during 
strikes women are a conser¬ 
vative force concerned mainly 
with dragging their men back 
to work is ripped apart. 

"If my husband had gone 
bock to work I know I would 
have left him. By hell's bells 
I Couldn't have lived with a 
man who had given in to 
Thatcher's demands." 

All of the women echo this 
and declare how 

"With ever day that passed. 

I felt stronger and more defi¬ 
ant." 

All of them also recall the 
bitterness of their disillusion¬ 
ment with the institutions of 
British society. 

"Now I know how corrupt 
und immoral the system really 
Is. I have totally completely 
and utterly lost all faith In 
British justice. It jum doesn't 
exist." 


us women like a ton of 
bricks. The greatest realisa¬ 
tion was thut what we had 
entered was the class war." 

UNDERSTANDING 


tartly they found themselves. 

The key to It was the ending 
of their isolation within their 
own families and homes. 

"The frustration when your 
alone, just sitting in the 
house, not knowing what to 

do or where to start." Through this participation, 

... . ., they gained an understanding 
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felt the men lacked. 

•a. _, . . "It took those rallies to 
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all sorts of duties on the spot 
by a show of hands. We 
didn'i hang about like the 
men who need a committee 
for every damn thing imagln 


ted too, I go a shade of pur¬ 
ple when I think of the awful 
names I've called them In the 
past. The support we hud too 
from the black community 


_, .. . . - . - "uw me mat s community 

able, and ill that red tape W|| 8gtoundJng( ()U , fhw , (h * 

.4fin ruU's nrwl r«* 0 iibrinnk lk . « 

they vi* been oppressed (or 

years. I hev reached out to 


and rules and regulations." 

Once formed, the group be- __ m~, _ 

came much more than an us bet ause they know exactly 


organisation for practical sell 
help. 

"After Joining the group, 
talking to other women, find¬ 
ing out much more informa¬ 
tion about what was going 
on, and being in such close 
Contact with issues arising 
from the strike, I became a 
hundred percent certain that 
we were right. The' group 
gave me a lot more confi¬ 
dence to express my feelings, 

rantirusd ftow pup 2 

begin to question their tradi¬ 
tional values and beliefs und 
look for new answers. It Is 
in such a situation that the 
opportunity arises for the 
ideas of the revolutionary to 
cease to be little more than 
the faith of a few, und to 
start to take on real rele¬ 
vance to the lives of working 
Class people. It will mean 
that the basis will exist for 
the left lo begin to grow 
into a serious relevant politi¬ 
cal force. Whether or not the 
left will be cnpable of res¬ 
ponding to the challenge re¬ 
mains to be seen. 


whot it's like," 


THE LAW 

Some were arrested and 
lound out the hard way what 
a sham the courts represented 
The police were hated even 
more. 

"When we were children, 
we were brought up to res¬ 
pect the old-time bobbies on 
the beat, but now I wouldn't 
piss on one If I saw one on 
fire." 

The shock that each of the 
women felt al the behaviour 
of the police comes across 
clearly, but perhaps suprising- 
ly, their greatest hatred is 
reserved for the media. All 
of them agreed hat 

"The worst dark cloud* all 
the time was the awful prop¬ 
aganda which filled the tele¬ 
vision and papers. The an¬ 
nouncers on telly were so 
biased I could have choked 
half of them. They've never 
put a foot inside the valleys 
or been on a picket line, so 
how could they be judge and 
Jury." 

As another one put it 

"What upset me more than 



One of the most significant test ure, of the Miner's strike, ms the 
•Mergence of the wonen's support groups. 


anything was the press and 
television that year, listening 
to the way they lied about 
everything. It make* you 
wonder If they were bought." 

Equally suprising Is the fact 
that none of the women ex¬ 
press any regret* about their 
Involvement In the strike, 
despite the great hard*hip* 

"I've talked about my los¬ 
ses. but what I gained was 
much more Important. Pride 
In myself, self confidence 
that I never knew I had, pride 
In the working class, real de¬ 
light in the people that I'm 
a part of, my life, my world 
and my culture." 

Three distinct elements 
shine through all of the 
women's stories. Their pride 
in themselves, in other women 
and in their class. 

"We won the comradeship! 
of the men. It took a while, 
but in the end they were for¬ 
ced to treat us as equals, and 
for the first time they had | 
to admire us." 

All of the women are con¬ 
vinced that the radlcalisation | 
is permanent 

"We suddenly found out 
that there is life after murri-l 
age. We have taken a pollli-1 
Cal step forward in a year 
that most women would take ] 
a lifetime to achieve, and we 
don't intend to go hack Into) 
the background." 

However the deepest and 
most solid commitment, tsj 
not simply to other women, [ 
but to their class. 

"I'm glad I was brought up 
the way I was. My culture 
and class Is something to be] 
proud of. We have a terrific 
sense of comradeship. That's 
something that money can 
never buy. I know that I can 
hold my head up high now 
and always." 

EXPERIENCE 

Socialist orthodoxy Hbnut 
the virtues of the working 
class has some real convic¬ 
tion in the voices of these 
women. 

"Working class people have 
wonderful qualities. We're 
proud, sincere, sharing coura¬ 
geous. We will always be here 
we cannot be destroyed." 

Talking about a bitter and 
hard struggle which might 
have been expected to rank 
alongside their worst experi¬ 
ences, the testimony of these 
women shows that instead it 
was an experience which gave 
value and direction to their 
entire lives. Liberal writers 
and journalists given to re¬ 
gretting the "foolishness" of 
I the strike, and It's "demorali¬ 
sation" of the working class, 
are shown up for the jokes) 
that they are, by the spirit 
and conviction of these 
women. As one herself sums 
up 

"Even though we are abu¬ 
sed, there's nothing better 
in the world than being work¬ 
ing class, and I'm damn proud 
tn say that I am." 

r«u can't km to* spiitt t» Jin 

WllUr. Published by the Ucnwn't 
Press. 


group* have managed to 
overcome It and have man¬ 
aged to Involve sometimes 
quite large numbers of wor¬ 
king class people in their or¬ 
ganisations, and It's activities 
The trouble Is very rarely 
have they been able to main¬ 
tain these links. The main 
reason for this lays In the 
internal structures of these 
organisations, which usually 
sends working class people 
when they seem them, quick¬ 
ly scuttling for cover. 

DEMOC RACY ? 

Just about every left group 
u*day, organises Itself In a 
structure which they refer 
to as "democratic Centralism" 
In practice, this usually turns 
out to mean democratic with 
a very smull d, and centra¬ 
lism with a very lorge C. In 
Just about every case, you 
have a small group of intel¬ 
lectuals, who seem to wield 
absolute and unquestioned 
authority. The unprincipled 
wheeling, dealing and back- 
stabing which these people 
practice in their internal 
dealings within the organisa¬ 
tion, and the arrogant con¬ 
tempt with which they seem 
lo so often treat their mem¬ 
bers has to be seen to he 
believed. 

If in addition to these fac¬ 
tors we think about the an¬ 
tics of those left groups, who 
insistent on the Imminence 
of the revolution, exhort their 
member* and supporters to 
commit every waking minute, 
and most of their hard earned 
cash to the cause, it is not 
difficult to understand why 
the left in this country is 


wren as a comic-opera type 
movement by so many people. 

And so for various histori¬ 
cal, social and political rea¬ 
sons, there exists a great gap 
between the revolutionary left 
and the working data. This 
must rulse serious doubts 
about it's ability to ever be 
able to build and maintain 
a strong Influence within the 
working class, even In the 
event of a revolutionary up¬ 
surge within It. It was for 
this reason that Red Action 

was formed in 1982, by a 

number of working class peo¬ 
ple who had been members 
of left groups and had had 
first hand experience of the 
nature of them. We believe 
that a different form of or¬ 
ganisation is necessary If we 

are ever to get revolutionary 
socialist ideas out into the 
working class where they be¬ 
long. 

ORGANISATION 

Such und organisation will 
need to be one that is over¬ 
whelmingly composed of wor¬ 
king class people, so that it 
Is uble to understand and 
gauge the mood and consious- 
ness of the doss. It will 
need to truelv democratic 
in proctice and not Just name 
It will need to be these and 
many other things. We do 
do not claim to be that orga¬ 
nisation today, but we do be¬ 
lieve that a group such as 
Red Action will have a role 
to play in it's building. In the 
meantime we will work with 
all of our energy and com 
itment to maintain a traditi¬ 
on of militant working class 
activity. 
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BOBBY SANDSMP 
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Red Action it an organisation founded by working rlaas 
people lo work for tke furthering of ike mate of 
Socialism. Membership it open lo all who accept our 
political principles and pay a weekly subscription. Every 
member bas an equal vole on all Red Action polky and 
decisions 

If you support our aims but do not wish to become a 
member, you can become a supporting member. This does 
not entitle yon lo vote, but you will receive: 


1. A free subscription to Ibe newspaper. 

2 . A regular internal newsletter tbnt will keep you 
informed of wkat la going on in tke organisation. 

3. Notification of any Red Action activities la your area. 

Tke cost for Ibis la lib for one year 


Subscriptions to Ibe paper art stW av a i lab le separately. 
The coal la £3 pounds fur tea iasacs. Ptcaae remember that 
p roducing a paper la ■ very uneconomic business and we 
are always very grateful for nay donation*, sad especially 
grateful to anyone who can take extra copies la sefl. 

P0 box 158 
Hatfield 
Herts 




THE VOICE 
OFREASON 


Mot* than seven hundred print jobs were lost on Merseyside 
when management, pert of Rupert Murdoch'* News Interna¬ 
tional Croup, announced the lots of a major contract. The 
seven hundred, members of the print union S.O.G.A.T. feel 
particularly betrayed because during the year long Wapping 
dispute, they continued to print the News of the World, des¬ 
pite repeated calls from their union colleagues to black It. 
Likewise a hundred electricians jobs have been been sacrificed 
to the god of profit by electricians union leader Eric Ham¬ 
mond, who's treachery assisted Murdoch during the dispute. 

What these Incidents demonstrate quite clearly, is the need 
for solidarity to stand for something more than the name of 
a trade union In Poland, and that while people like Murdoch 
and Hammond may share many of the characterlstlces com¬ 
mon to canines, loyalty Isn't one of them. 


After five years experience, a fully trained staff nurse still 
receives £7,000 a year less than a police cadet In training 
school. 


Labour M.P. Dennis Skinner complained bitterly to the spea¬ 
ker In the House of Commons that a sixty seven year old 
woman, Mrs. Eileen Mills of Southwark Pensioners Action 
Croup, was brutally attacked by ushers whilst being evicted 
from the House's public gallery, following a protest about 
pensioners fuel charges. Tory M.P.S were less than sympathe¬ 
tic, one of them remarking that the organisation was akin to 
the "provisional wing of Help the Aged". 


"There are not too many middle-class Americans who will 
die In Central America. Not too many died In Vietnam 
either. They were mostly from the poorer classes" 

Charles Lietky. Vietnam war-hero. 


Amid a new wave of repressive measures in South Africa, 
aimed at crushing all dissent, was one which prohibits "the 
wearing of in public, any badge, sticker or article of clothing 
showing support for those detained" The new legislation 
brought forth cries of condemnation from ihe liberal press 
world-wide. 

Meanwhile, back In the "Mother Country" "Bastion of De¬ 
mocracy" Bob Celdof's former manager, Fachtna O Cellaigh, 
was up before a London court charged with . . . wearing a 
badge. He was convicted under Prevention of Terrorism Act, 
for wearing a one Inch badge with the words "Out of the 
ashes arose the provisionals" on his lapel and fined £75. 


"I've seen gold on the streets of Dubai and no one stole 
It. I've seen flogging there too. The man doing it has the 
Koran under one arm. The guy being flogged collapsed and 
they still carried on. It It a most effective wey to stop crime 
I've seen one policeman come into a room there and everyone 
froie with respect. We've got a lot to learn from them." 

The words of Tory M.P. Peter Brunivels, one of the chief 
sponsers of attempts to bring back both capital and corporal 
punishment. Like so many of his colleagues a glutton for pun¬ 
ishment. Other people's of course. 


"I see Nicaragua not only as a Country fighting a bully in 
the North. I see It even more as being In the front line of 
the trenches In a world wide conflict ... in a war between 
Civilisation and barbarism." 

Author Grahome Greene. 


The surest indication that the capitalist system is in a cri¬ 
sis, is when the capitalists, like thieves begin to fall out. 
Recently, prominent British and American economists and 
industrialists have started to blame Japan for the state of 
their economies. For their part, the Japanese following a far 
more ominous historical precedent, have started to try and 
blame the problems of their ailing economies onto the Jews. 
Following Japan's worst economic performance for twelve 
years, there have appeared there In recent months, about a 
doien books. Including some best sellers, which purport to 
prove that there Is an International Jewish conspiracy, aimed 
at a Jewish world take-over and the destruction of Japan. 
A somewhat familiar tale don't you think. I wonder what the 
Japanese is for Sieg Hiel. 


"! ,hlnk ,h ** Roosld Reagan and Margaret Thatcher blew 
the legs off a baby. That’s the only way I sae It. They spent 
30 million doing It. To be really cynical, they could of got 
somebody to do It cheaply and bought a hospital.” 

Chris Rea musician, speaking about the bombing of Tripoli. 

1 °I tCfl WOfxtef * d about the sick humour of some Tor- j 
let, but Environment Secretary Nicholas Ridley recently 
stooped to an all time low, when he made the following joke 
about the Zeebrugge ferry disaster. Questioned about a bill 
concerning the creation of Britain's eleventh National Park 
he stated that the Minister in charge, Mr. William Wildegrave 
was going full steam ahead then added Though he Is the 
pilot of the Bill, he has not got his front doors open" Margar¬ 
et Thatcher was quick to point out to M.P.a calling for his 
resignation, that It was the habit and custom of the house 
to accept apologies. 


"Have you ascertained yet what message was intended to 
be ronvveyed to you by the recent spate of I.R.A. letter 
bombs." 

Enoch Powell at the Prime Minister's question time. 


Last year, the Met Police paid out a record £376,000 of 
tax-payers money, in unpublicised oui of court compensation. 
The majority of payments were for cases of wrongful impris¬ 
onment and assault. Scotland Yard has concealed the identi¬ 
ties of those officers involved, and refuses to say whether 
or not any disciplinary action has been taken against them 
or their superiors. 


Garth Cooper, the Tory candidate for Ironbndge Salop, con-) 
tested three elections in the 70s aa a National Front candi¬ 
date. The chairman of the local Consevative Association 
explains that at the time Cooper had disagreed with the poli¬ 
cies of Edward Heath but "He now agrees with the policies 
of Mrs Thatcher" 

The question Is has the N.F. moved closer to the Tories, 
or have the Tories adopted the policies of the N.F. ? Answers 
on a postcard please. 


"I don't like fighting a war. I don’t like having to kill 
people. I don't like being on the run. I don't like being houn¬ 
ded and harassed. I don't like any of these things. The reality 
is I am forced Into that position. If I opt out, then there Is 
no chance of change. I can acquiesce and accept British rule 
and all *hat goes with It, or I can fight against It. You can 
live under it if you want, or are prepared to live as a second 
class citlxen. That term Is thrown about, I don't think that 
It Is understood." 

An I.R.A. represent I ve. 


"When I look at our opponent's proposals, | see that they're 
imitating our training schemes." 

Employment Secretary Kenneth Baker 


British Gas, privatised last year, is taking a tough line with | 
impoverished customers over fuel debts. Latest figures show 
that disconnections of domestic gas supplies rose last year 
to forty two thousand, two hundred and fifty five, an in¬ 
crease of almost thirty percent. The Electricity Board, with 
whom they share an Identical code of practice for consumer 
disconnections, Increased thelr's by one percent. 

Tell that to Sid. 


"We will not tire of repeating that violence is not Christian 

Pope John Paul speaking in Chile, as police tear-gassed the 
audience. 


"This morning on the streets of Atdoync, we saw scenes 
reminiscent of the ghettoes of Soweto In South Africa. Our 
oppressors fought and argued over twenty feet of Belfast. Not 
their streets, our streets, and the nationalist people, «nd more 
importantly the Marley family, were denied the right to bury 
their loved one In peace and dignity, to use the words of 
Nicholas Scot! several weeks ago. That was what happened 
this morning." 

The words of Martin McGuiness, Sinn Flcn represent it I ve 
at the funeral of Larry Marley shot dead by loyalist para-mi-l 
litarles. The funeral was delayed for two days due to at¬ 
tempts by ihe Royal Ulster Constabulary to hi-jack the funer¬ 
al, and remove by force any politlca) content from what was 
clearly a political event. Through their efforts, the state 
which they represent bus rarely looked so seedy and sordid. 
Former Indian Prime Minister Gandhi was once asked what he 
thought of civilisation in Britain. He replied "I think that 
It would be a very good idea." A very accurate reflection of 
the way In which the majority of the Irish working class must 
view the British state. 


"The only way to stop the spread of AIDS is to use Prime 
Ministerial broadcasts properly, I want to see Margaret That¬ 
cher on T.V. showing people how to put on a condom" 

Ken Livingston, speaking at a public debate at Glrton 
College Cambridge. 


REDUCTION 
IN ACTION 


Red Action, as part of Anti Fascist Action have maintained 
a high level of activity against the National Front In recent 
month. Activities have included being responsible for the can¬ 
cellation of a proposed N.F. benefit concert In Kingston, and 
causing an N.F. bye-elerilon meeting In Greenwich to be can¬ 
celled, when 15 anti-fascists gained access to It under the 
Representation of the People's Act. The whole place erupted 
almost immediately, and whilst the anti-fascists were outnum¬ 
bered between two and three to one, they still put up a 
creditable performance before being ejected by the police. 


The refusal of the Prime Minister to launch an investigation 
into the substantial allegations made by a number of former 
officials involved In covert operations, who claim that in 1975 
MI5 sought to discredit Labour, Liberal and moderate Tories, 
and establish a right wing Conservative government. Is per¬ 
fectly understandable seeing as how she and her cronies were 
the very ones who were meant to benefit from the smear 
campaign. 

However there are some even more sinister allegations 
which deserve Investigation, but which have been as yet, 
completely ignored by the press. 

A few years ago, Lord Carver, former Chief of the De¬ 
fence Staff confirmed that In 1974, "fairly senior officers 
had suggested that if the Labour government had took a radi¬ 
cal leftward course, the army would have to do something 
about It. In 1976, Alrey Neave, MI6 "spook" and close confi- L 
dam of Mrs. Thatcher was involved in talks aimed at setting | 
up an "army of resistance, in the case of Tony Benn becoming 
leader of the Labour Party and forming a government {later 
that year the INl.A blew him up and probably did us all a 
favour) 

Top Tory Sir Ian Gllmour c andidly admits that "Conserva¬ 
tives do not worship democracy. Democracy is a means to an 
end, and If it is leading to an end that Is undesirable, or that 
is Inconsistent with Itself, then there Is a theoretical case 
for ending It" 

When Tories claim to be the "Real defenders of democracy ^ 
what they actually mean is that they will give support to 
the political system of the country for as long as it allows 
capitalism to flourish, nothing more. For them to try and 
pretend otherwise Is about as honest as Klaus Barbie trying 
to claim credit from the allies for his work with the French 
resistance. 


WE ARE 
RED ACTION 


R£f> ACTION » AN ORGANISATION FOUNDED TO WORE TOWARDS 
THE ENDING Of THE CAPITA!.WT SYSTEM Of PRODUCTION AND 
THE ESTABLISHMENT Of A SOCIALIST ONE 
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THE IRISH NATIONAL LIBERATION BTRUGGLE AGAINST OUR OWN 
RUIJNG CLASS Wr support Ar right of oppmnrd people tV world oxer to fkghi 
back. We uuroadkkmafty support IV right of IV ies.4uiton.rs arnars TV Irbb 
RrpuMraa Army, aad IV Irish Nation.1 IJberattoa tray, to rwgagr w arm e d 
terugtfr to free Arir country from Britt* rub. Wr draw great inspiration (ram Ae 
toV s -iphd aad courageous maimer to whkh Ary roadurl Arir struggle, aad from IV 
way to wktrh Ary base integrated rah uni and dam rxprtmtoo into Arir podlknl 


by aa 
are ad 


THE "( OMMi MM " MAILS IV reg im es ta countries sack as Rasa* 

( aha Ht. are aacd m rumples to in aad prose soriaHam uadrteraMr. la « 
hough these countries tor planne d ecoaomtes. they cannot V 
soctobte. We contend that socialtorn cannot V tmptemealtd from above 
ruling elite. PuMh ownership, freedom and item or racy 
features of wrtottem aad to their absence H .annoy nbt We 
right of Ae people ta these dates lo overthrow Ar kndrfxtap and impbmetN 
podrte*. At Ae mane lime however, we recogatee Ar dtffksAirs that states sack as 
Nicaragua aad others pate aad prrsewt facr, from .apMaitel harked mercenary 
armies, mtikary to tecsettetoa. aad economic sabotage, which make immediate 
tramWon to a soctalhe system tmposteMr White these dates remain progressive, we 
wtd cot te tooe to mpport them. 


THE ORGAN ISA DON I radiitonads. Ae structure of rr sol el towary socialist 
group to Ate country, has been one w here Ae teadrrsh t p te made up of a xmad group 
of teff srirrted academto aad mtedtclaal. who wield ahsotule authority oxer Ar 
membership. Sack a teraciarr (tab. firstly because there can V no true democracy to 
mch ■ set up. and corruption soon sets in. and secondh because Acme trading Ar 
nr g p ataatlaa am so far moused (ram At tvatoAs at working Am Me. to nmaot 
retate property to Aai (torn. A revotottownry tariaVi orgaabattoa mate V composed 
of aad bd by worktop cbm people || mast recognise item no leadership b immune 
from eomipttao and V iruriy democratic to A internal teruclam. Il must V reads 
lo work to a ami sectarian mean e r with other mctodsi and pngmtesr group II 
Abe to a m ean e r to which working Ham propir can Menaft 



to A potato (htey then »* It begin to V abb to retate to Ae 
worktop dam. most of whom today ate cynical U nut host* towards Ae 
nrsahtetunary Iril. We reragnter that a revotattonan working rtomparty k semwry 
IT c apt t aAm b to V osenkrowa. We are wit Aai party, neither are Aoer group 
which ritom ta V H We n|d work lo keep advr i iradMoa of workhq dam 

I can V hrna g hl togetbrr to farm that 






















